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Costume designers are visual storytellers.

They interpret the written word and transform text into three-dimensional, tactile, visually informative costumes that create a character's fundamental 
expression of self. Costume designers communicate the unwritten components of a script. The costume designer’s primary function is to ensure that an 
actor is clothed on camera during a production. 

However, the costume designer’s contribution to shaping narrative, production aesthetic and audience understanding and enjoyment of character extends 
well beyond the basic act of dressing an actor’s body. By embedding rigorously researched and rendered designs that ensure a character’s plausibility, the 
costume designer assists the audience’s imagined journey into that character’s narrative. Costume designers embed characters’ biographies into 
costumes. These details come to fruition in the intimate space of a fitting room, where, through a delicate and creative process of transference, synthesis 
and amalgamation, the right garments mesh with the performer’s body and the character is born. (Erin Roche https://eprints.qut.edu.au/122984/1/
Erin_Roche_Thesis.pdf ) 

The costume designer is the head of the costume department and is responsible for designing the look of all characters including extras. The costume 
designer and costume supervisor start before other members of the department so they can research the production requirements, generate script 
breakdowns and begin the budget process. The costume designer creates a visual guide, which includes costume drawings, references and costume 
breakdowns based on their interpretation of the script. These visual resources are key to achieving a cohesive overall aesthetic and are used to engage 
the directors, producers and actors in the conceptual development of characters. The costume designer and costume supervisor work with the budget and 
script to determine staff, wages and on screen spend to achieve the costume design requirements. The costume designer goes on to manage the 
realisation of the costumes, which includes briefing the buyers and technicians and costume fittings with the actors. Costumes are bespoke, store bought 
garments are tailored to suit the performer, often hand painted and aged, presented as if they have a history of their own. Tailor made costumes are the 
original intellectual and artistic imaginings of the costume designer. Costume fitting photos are presented for discussion and selection to the director and 
producers, executive producers, studio and network, as required. The costume designer always endeavors to be on set to establish new costumes and 
new characters (APDG).
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 Costume department structure
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The contents of this document have been created by a collective of costume designers and 
supervisors.  The images are not for publication or use on social media.  

If you would like to get in touch please email - admin@apdg.org.au / erin.roche@apdg.org.au 

Document created July 2023 

We acknowledge the original storytellers and the continuous art practices of our First Nations people.  
To create this document we have gathered on lands never ceded and pay our respects to our Elders. 

Contacts
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The Great Gatsby- Baz Luhrmann - Costume Design : Catherine Martin 

The Piano - Jane Campion - Costume Design : Janet Patterson 

Elvis- Baz Luhrmann - Costume Design : Catherine Martin 

Picnic at Hanging Rock - Larysa Kondracki, Michael Rymer, Amanda Brotchie - Costume Design : Edie Kurzer 

Moulin Rouge! - Baz Luhrmann - Costume Design : Catherine Martin 

Adventures of Priscilla Queen of the Desert - Stephen Elliot - Costume Design: Tim Chappel & Lizzy Gardiner  

The Dressmaker - Jocelyn - Costume Design : Marion Boyce & Margot Wilson 

Bright Star - Jane Campion - Costume Design : Janet Patterson 
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